


Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs 

A concert celebrating the 125th anniversary of the choral program at 

Christ Church (Episcopal), Fitchburg, Massachusetts 

 

PROGRAM 

The Chorister Prayer   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Philip W.J. Stopford (b. 1977) 

Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants who minister in Thy temple.  

Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts,  

and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Text from the Royal School of Church Music) 

 

Please stand as you are able and join us in singing: 

HYMN #518 Christ is made the sure foundation   .   .   .   .   .   .  Henry Purcell (1659-1695), adapt. 

  parts may be sung on stanzas 2 & 3               Descant by James Gillespie (b. 1929) 

 

Welcome   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   The Rev. Bennett G. Jones II, Rector 

 

Sanctus & Benedictus, Missa quatuor vocum   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Domenico Scarlatti (1685-1757) 
 

The heavens are telling, The Creation   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) 

The heavens are telling the glory of God, 

The wonder of His work displays the firmament. 

In all the lands resounds the word. Never perceived, ever understood. 

(Text from Psalm 19) 

 

Children’s Music Program   .   .   .   The Rev. Carolyn G. Jones, Associate Rector for Family Ministry 

 

One morning soon   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  African American Spiritual (arr. John Eggert) 

One morning soon , I heard the angels singing.  

All in my room, I heard the angels singing. 

Lord, I was down on my knees, I heard the angels singing. 

No weeping there, I heard the angels singing. 

No dying there, I heard the angels singing. 

One morning soon, I heard the angels singing. 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus  

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Lord God of Hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



Oh Children Come   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Keith Getty (b. 1974) & Kristyn Getty (b. 1980) 

                          Arr. Joseph M. Martin 

Hear the cry from Bethlehem—O children come 

on of God now born to men—O children come 

Bring your troubles, bring your fears, bring the needs that draw you near 

Find the hope of all the years—O children come 

Peace on earth good will to men—O children come 

Righteous rule that will not end—O children come  

Lay down all your bitterness, turn from sin’s toil and distress 

Find His grace and perfect rest— O children come 

Where the Father’s grace has walked—O children come 

Where you see the hurt and lost—O children come 

Show the mercy shown to you, gifts of kindness to renew 

Love from hearts sincere and true—O children come 

(Text by Keith & Kristyn Getty) 

 

Give ear, O Lord   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672) 

Give ear, O Lord, to my lamentation. Thou God of my righteousness, 

who givest comfort in grief, show me mercy and be gracious to my prayer. 

O heed my crying, my Master and my God! 

(Text from Psalms 4 & 5) 

 

Presentation of RSCM “Voice for Life” Awards   .   .   .  Robert S. Potterton III, Organist-Choirmaster 

 

God so loved the world, The Crucifixion   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    John Stainer (1840-1901) 

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son 

that whoso believeth in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. 

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world  

but that the world through him might be saved. 

(Text from John 3:16-17) 

 

I heard a voice from heaven, Hymnus Paradisi   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write,  

from henceforth blessed are the dead which die in the Lord:  

even so saith the Spirit; for they rest from their labours. 

(Text from Revelation 14) 

 

I will not leave you comfortless   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    Everett Titcomb (1884-1968) 

I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you yet again: Alleluia.  

And your heart shall be joyful. Alleluia.  

(Text from John 14) 

 

 

The program continues on the next page 



Greater Love   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    John Ireland (1879-1962) 

Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. Love is strong as death. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,  

that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. 

Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus; 

Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,  

that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

(Text adapted from Holy Scripture) 

 

O how amiable   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts!  

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord.  

My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house 

and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: even thy altars, O Lord of hosts,  

my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. They will be alway praising thee. 

The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us; prosper thou the work of our hands upon us.  

O prosper thou our handiwork . . . 

(Text from Psalms 84 & 90) 

 

Please stand as you are able and join us in singing: 

 

HYMN #680 O God, our help in ages past   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Att. William Croft (1678-1727), alt. 

   parts may be sung on stanzas 3-5              Harm. W.H. Monk (1823-1889) 

               Descant by John Scott (1956-2015) 
 

Improvisation on ST. ANNE   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Robert S. Potterton III (b. 1986) 

 

 

All are invited to a reception in Guild Hall  

(out the doors past the piano, take a left up the stairs) 

 

Our heartfelt thanks is extended to the following individuals for their assistance: 

Marilyn Benoit, Fedor Berndt III, Michael Blanchard, Brenda Caldwell, Jac Cattel, Paula Cattel,  

Ginny Chilton, Mssrs. Czelusniak et Dugal, Serena Folding, The Rev. Bennett G. Jones II,  

The Rev. Carolyn G. Jones, Rhonda Whitman, Lisa Wiley, Worcester Chapter—American Guild of Organists 

 

 



PERFORMERS 

 

The Festival Choir 

   Michele Callahan  Dana Goodwin*  Amy Lindgren 

   Paula Cattel   Lin Goodwin*  Tom Lindgren* 

   Heather Chandler~  Todd Goodwin~   Janel Milner 

   Megan Chase   Michael Hallet  J. Senja Morgan~* 

   Ned Cheesman~  Evelyn Jiménez    Greg Poladian 

   Carl Fandreyer*  Deb King   Priscilla Rush* 

   Fe Fandreyer~   Barbara Lagasse  Don Slovenkai   

            Amanda Wiley 

   * soloist ~ returning chorister 

 

The Youth & Children’s Choirs 

   Grace Condon  Elysia Cornier+  Margaux Kantor   

  Hosea Condon+  Calista Hallet  James Roy 

   Natalie Condon  Rhys Hallet   Tessa Roy 

   Selah Condon+  Tisiphone Hallet+  Jet Warner 

   + Youth Choir 

Lisa Wiley, timpani 

Brenda F. Caldwell, conductor 

The Rev. Carolyn G. Jones, conductor 

Robert S. Potterton III, organist/pianist/conductor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

   

   

   

  

  

   

 

 

CCF Choirs at Easter 2019 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF MUSIC AT CHRIST CHURCH FITCHBURG 

 

Founded in 1863, Christ Church has long enjoyed an active music program. The building in which 

it has been housed for over 150 years, designed by the prominent architect Richard Upjohn, was 

consecrated in 1868 with later additions in the late 1920s and late 1950s. It was during the first 

renovation that the current organ was installed and the English cathedral-style layout of the choir 

stalls was instituted. 

Christ Church’s first organist-choirmaster was William Hamilton Gerrish (1862-

1888, pictured left), a well-known and highly regarded musician in the local Ma-

sonic community. Under his leadership, a choir first appeared at Christ Church 

and enjoyed much success. The organ in use at this time was E. & G.G. Hook 

Opus 445 (II/25), installed upon the completion of the building. After Gerrish’s 

depature, Eva Harriet Holgate (1888-1892) served as organist during a few 

“transitional” years which featured various forms of quartet choirs, choruses, 

and children’s choirs. It was determined that the instability of this arrangement 

was not sustainable. 

It was on Easter Sunday 1893 that a vested Choir of Men 

and Boys (pictured right) made its first appearance, under 

the direction of Frederick William Hayward (1892-1895), 

an English native who left the position upon his wife’s 

death. He was succeeded by (Levi) Ernest Douglas (1895) 

- later a founder and first Dean of the Los Angeles Chap-

ter, American Guild of Organists—who in turn was fol-

lowed by the Scottish-born George Laing Miller (1895-

1897), whose 1913 volume on modern organ-building 

would become an important addition to organ literature 

over the next century. The choral program continued to 

grow under the leadership of Frederick Allen Dunster 

(1896-1901), who oversaw the removal of the Hook organ to St. Mark’s in Leominster and the in-

stallation of Geo. S. Hutchings Opus 450. He was followed by Charles Herbert White (1901-1902), 

who went on to become a major musical figure in Bay City, Michigan, and John David Lloyd (1902-

1907), founder of the Fitchburg Choral Society (1903). 

Herbert Christian Peabody (1907-1931) would serve the second-longest tenure to that point, taking 

over leadership of the Choral Society which would eventually pass to his son, Frederic Holmes Pea-

body. In 1922, the firm Kimball, Small & Frazee installed a nine-stop Echo division in the rear ceil-

ing (only the façade pipes remain today), and in 1928 the Hutchings organ was replaced by Skin-

ner Organ Company Opus 743 (IV/38). Camp Monomonac in Rindge, New Hampshire, served from 

this period through the 1990’s as the location for a summer Choir Camp. Peabody moved on to As-

cension Church in Pittsburgh and served as Dean of the Western Pennsylvania Chapter AGO in 

1935. Herbert’s granddaughters, Priscilla Peabody and Faith Bickford, remain members of Christ 

Church to this day. The Yorkshire-born Frederick Cronheimer (1931-1935) presided for a short 

time, later serving at St. Paul’s in Chicago and Grace Church in Providence. William Charles Heller 

(1936-1937), formerly at Southwick Cathedral (UK), followed for a year before going to Trinity Lu-

theran Church in Chelmsford and then Grace Church, Providence. The war period, which brought 

difficulty in staffing the choir, was overseen by Paul Chester Akin (1937-1945). He later moved on 



Another long-tenure was served by Donald Glenn Wilcox (1945-1967), an alumnus of the Curtis 

Institute, who saw Christ Church continue to be a major force in the musical and cultural land-

scape of central Massachusetts and beyond. In 1961, M.P. Moeller substantially revised the tonal 

scheme of the organ, reduced the console to three manuals from four, and increase the pipe count 

to 3,936. Wilcox was followed by David F. Hewlett (1967-1973), previously Dean of the New York 

City Chapter AGO and organist at Calvary Church. The baton was then passed to James Reed Tay-

lor (1973-1980), a graduate of Boston University, who with his wife Eleanor as his associate main-

tained and further elevated the breadth of repertoire and superior quality of his predecessors. In 

1976, Kinzey-Angerstein made further modifications to the Skinner-Moeller organ. Under their di-

rection, a professional recording was made at the Groton School in 1979 (the full album can be lis-

tened to on Christ Church’s YouTube channel online). 

The political and societal changes of the mid-20th century 

brought much change within the church walls as well. The 

tenure of Henry Leon Hokans (1981-1982), formerly of All 

Saints Worcester, coincided with the calling of a new Rector 

who did not share his vision for a professional ensemble. The 

Choir of Men and Boys, in service since 1893, was dissolved 

and the volunteer Parish Choir with paid section leaders 

(pictured left in 1990) took its place as the flagship ensemble 

of Christ Church. This new format would prove both a chal-

lenge and an opportunity for Brenda Fraser Caldwell (1982-

2013). 

Brenda’s tenure, the longest in the history of Christ Church, included continuance of the Crocker 

Memorial Concert Series, an annual Service of Lessons and Carols, summer choir camp, and the 

introduction of contemporary “praise” music utilizing a variety of instruments. A Youth Choir for 

boys and girls in grades 6-12 was instituted in the 1990’s. In 2009, the organ console was rebuilt 

and further modifications were made by Messrs. Czelusniak et Dugal of Northampton, which 

maintains and tunes the organ to this day. Brenda retired in 2013 after a remarkable 31-year min-

istry of faithful service to Christ and his Church. 

Following an interim period served by the Rev. Carolyn G. Jones, 

Associate Rector for Family Ministry and director of the church’s 

Children’s Choir and Praise Band, Virginia Stickley Chilton (2014

-2015), “Ginny”, was called as Minister of Music-in-Residence. 

The Parish Choir welcomed new faces and a Summer Music 

Camp for local children was established. Upon Ginny’s relocation, 

Christ Church extended a call to Robert Summers Potterton III 

(2015-present, pictured right with son Adam). Since that time, a 

Youth Choir following the Royal School of Church Music’s Voice 

for Life curriculum has been established, the Parish Choir and an auxiliary Festival Choir have 

continued to grow, and a variety of special services and events have been arranged. The Children’s 

Choir and Praise Band continue to play an active role in worship services under Carolyn’s direc-

tion. 

To God alone be all the glory and praise in these next 125 years, as we continue to teach and to 

share the Gospel through his amazing gift of music! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

SUMMER MUSIC CAMP 

Monday, August 12—Thursday, August 15 at 5:30-7:30pm 

Children entering K through Gr. 8 learn about music through songs, lessons, and games, 

culminating in an evening performance for friends and family. This program is offered 

free of charge; online registration will be open next month. 

ORGAN RECITAL & CHORAL COMPLINE 

Sunday, September 8 at 6:30pm 

A reception of hors d’oeuvres will be followed by a 30-minute organ recital performed 

by Robert Potterton III followed by a brief, traditional end-of-day service featuring in-

cense and music of the Taizé  Community. 

CHORAL EVENSONG: Feast of St. Michael & All Angels 

Sunday, September 29 at 6:00pm 

The Festival Choir of Christ Church and a guest violinist present a traditional service of 

evening prayer with music by J.S. Bach, Patrick Hawes, Sigfrid Karg-Elert, C.V. Stanford, 

and Thomas Tallis. 

CHORAL EVENSONG: Commemoration of Byrd, Merbecke, and Tallis 

Thursday, November 21 at 7:00pm 

A traditional service of evening prayer with music by three of the Anglican church’s 

premiere Renaissance composers and Herbert Howells. 

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 5:00pm 

Our annual Advent service of lessons and carols begins in total darkness, gradually 

adding candles as our Choirs progress through the worship space amid traditional and 

contemporary musical selections. 

CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL EUCHARIST 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 at 5:00pm 

A brass quintet supplements our choirs and praise band in leading us in song to cele-

brate the birth of our Savior. Brass selections and Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas Cantata 

will serve as Prelude, with the Eucharist starting at 5:30pm. Additional musical selections 

by J.S. Bach, Michael Praetorius, and John Rutter. 

CHORAL EVENSONG: Feast of the Ascension 

Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 7:00pm 

A jazz combo will join our Choirs in helping to lead a contemporary setting of this tradi-

tional evening prayer service, featuring music by John Leavitt, Will Todd, and Deanna 

Witkowski. 

 

For more information, please visit our website 

www.CHRISTCHURCHFITCHBURG.org 


